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when the order was countermanded; then I got an
order that he would like to have a feint made on Haines'
Bluff., provided I did not fear the people might style it a
repulse. I wrote him to make his plans founded on as
much good sense as possible and let the people mind
their own business. He had ordered me to attack Vicks-
burg and I had done so. Now to divert attention from
his movement against Grand Gulf he wants another
demonstration up Yazoo. Of course I will make it and
let the people find out when they can if it be a repulse
or no. I suppose we must ask the people in the press,
i. e. some half-dozen little whipsnappers who represent
the press, but are in fact spies in our camp, too lazy,
idle, and cowardly to be soldiers. These must be con-
sulted before I can make a simulated attack on Haines'
Bluff in aid to Grant and Porter that I know are in a
tight place at Grand Gulf. Therefore prepare yourself
for another blast against Sherman blundering and being
repulsed at Haines* whilst McClernand charges gallantly
ashore and carries Grand Gulf, etc. But when they
take Grand Gulf they have the elephant by the tail.
I say the whole plan is hazardous in the extreme, but I
will do all I can to aid Grant, Should, as the papers
now intimate, Grant be relieved and McClernand left
in command you may expect to hear of me at St. Louis,
for I will not serve under McClernand. ... I start in
an hour to make the demonstration up the Yazoo. I
shall have ten regiments of infantry, two ironclads, the
Mohawk and De Kalb, and a parcel of mosquitoes. I
don't expect a fight, but a devil of noise to make believe
and attract any troops in motion from Vicksburgted. It may be the 'llu*ttiMA i*
